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Turning the page on 2024-looking at County issues-

The holiday season has arrived and soon we will be turning the page on 2024. In January, two new members will be
joining the Leavenworth County Commission, Vanessa Reid of Leavenworth and former State Representative Willie
Dove rural Leavenworth County will be joining the Commission replacing current Commissioners Doug Smith and
Vicky Kaaz.

There will be many issues facing the entire Commission in the coming months, some of these issues include;
Planning and Zoning issues, Economic Development policies, funding, and strategies, road and infrastructure
planning, determining where the next industrial park will be developed, proposals for expansion of landfills
operations, and whether to adopt zoning changes to allow for sand mining in the county.

Planning and Zoning

A work session is being planned between the Planning and Zoning Commission and the entire membership of the
Leavenworth County Board of County Commissioners. Issues to be discussed will include 2.5 acre zoning versus 5.0
acre zoning, objective standards in zoning decisions, maintaining a rural community, keeping decisions objective
rather than subjective and the interactions between the two boards.

Economic Development

Discussions about the direction of economic development in Leavenworth County continues to be an important
issue. Next year, decisions will be made related to a possible citizen vote on funding economic development efforts,
through the Leavenworth County Port Authority. The proposal would put a mill levy specifically dedicated to
economic development before voters. Future development efforts will include the location of a new industrial park,
and funding land acquisition, for such a purchase. Focus on commercial and industrial development is important for
the future growth of the county because they provide both good paying jobs for county citizens and help to build
the tax base in the county. The question going forward is will the proposals be made specific enough and straight
forward enough to convince the public of the need for such funding? Before any such vote it will be important for
the current economic development entities and the County and Cities to identify the right direction for economic
development efforts and ensure that all stakeholders are on board with that direction. A work session has been
proposed with the new Commission and other stakeholders after the first of the year.






